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0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem!
(Matt. 23:37—39)

'O Jerusalem, Jerusalem!' Jesus' sighed with a moan of pain
in his deepest heart. Jerusalem is a castle that was erected by
King David in order that God could directly put his name on
it. Jerusalem means God's presence and is the place where God
and His people share peace. Even in the new Testament, its
meaning never becomes weak.

In near the end of his public life, Jesus visited Jerusalem. By
calling Jerusalem, He was grieving too much. Because it became
very corrupt.

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and
stone those sent you" (v. 37).

The holy castle, Jerusalem became the tombs of prophets.
Who killed God's prophets? If they killed the Gentiles, it would
not be so devastating.

But those who killed prophets were the scribes, the Pharisees, and
priests who thought their belief was better
than everyone else.

Owing to their vested rights, they killed
God's prophets at random, because of the
hypocrisy of which was absorbed in their
legalism.

"Look, your house is left to you desolate”
(v. 38).

Jerusalem castle was no longer God's
house but became a den of thieves and place
that was filled with human's dirty desires.

"For I tell you, you will not see me again
until you say, Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord" (v. 39).

Now in two days, Jesus would be crucified
on the cross, and would be seen again. And
then, when the time came, all people in the
world could see Jesus Christ whether they
would like to see him or not. While, some

who were saved as God's people, others
who were in fear, could hear the Lord's
people sing songs.

Jesus left the temple, he was walking
away, and said that not one stone there would
be left to one another; everyone would be
thrown down (Matt 23:2).

Paul, the Apostle calls our body and life
the temple. However, in order that our body
and life become the temple, God's presence must be among us. If not,
no matter how great it is, it is just like a Babel tower that will collapse
right away. Even though its appearance looks shabby, if God's presence is
abundant, that place is God's temple.

My beloved Christians,

If there is a man who is a hypocrite and lead a religious life in order
to be respected and praised by people, he could not avoid the Lord's woe
and curse.

By receiving the word of God's warning and with 'the faith of Coram
Deo' looking at Jesus Christ, who was crucified on the cross for me with
the confession "Praise the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ, the son of God!. I
sincerely pray that all of you will be God's people enjoying God's blessing
and grace in the name of Jesus Christ.
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